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Quality Report
Subsistence Minimum in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2025
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S.1. Contact details
S.1.1. Organisation
Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan (hereinafter, the Bureau).
S.1.2. Department
Price Comparisons and Price Statistics of Socially Significant Goods Division, Price Statistics Department
S.1.3. Contact person
Yelaman Dalabayuly Kalabayev
S.1.4. Contact person's function
Chief Expert, Price Comparisons and Price Statistics of Socially Significant Goods Division
S.1.5. Contact person's postal address
010000, Astana, 8 Mangilik El Avenue, House of Ministries, Entrance 4
S.1.6. Contact person's email address
e.kalabaev@aspire.gov.kz
S.1.7. Contact person's telephone number
+7 7172 74-95-31
S.2. Date of last metadata update
S.2.1. Last confirmation of updated metadata
20.09.2022
S.2.2. Date metadata were last published
20.09.2022
S.2.3. Date of last metadata update
20.09.2022
S.3. Presentation of statistical information
S.3.1. Data description
The minimum consumer basket is the minimum set of food products, goods and services necessary to sustain human life, expressed in physical and monetary terms, and consists of:
1) the food basket;
2) a fixed share of expenditure on non-food goods and services. The subsistence minimum is calculated as the cost of the food basket increased by a fixed share of expenditure on essential non-food goods and services.
The subsistence minimum is calculated for the Republic as a whole, regions, cities of republican significance, the capital, districts and cities of regional significance, as an average per capita and by main age-sex groups.
The regional average subsistence minimum is determined by weighting the values for the regional centre, district centres and cities of regional significance; the national figure is determined from the values for the regions, the capital and cities of republican significance.
The subsistence minimum, equal to the cost of the minimum consumer basket, is calculated for the capital, cities of republican significance, regional and district centres, and cities of regional significance by adding the cost of the food basket (CFB) and expenditure on non-food goods and services (NFE), using the following formula:
SM = FBC + NFE
The cost of the food basket (CFB) is calculated by multiplying the scientifically based physiological consumption norms for food products included in the food basket for different age-sex groups of the population (the minimum annual quantity of consumption of the i-th product by the n-th age-sex or social group — qᵢₙ) by the average retail prices prevailing in the current month in cities of republican significance, the capital, regional and district centres (the average retail price of the i-th food product — pᵢ), using the following formula:
The average retail prices prevailing in the current month in cities of republican significance, the capital, regional and district centres (the average retail price of the i-th food product — pᵢ) are used in the following formula:
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The cost of non-food goods and services (NFE) is determined by dividing the cost of the food basket (CFB) by the share of expenditure on food products (FES) and adding the fixed share of expenditure on the minimum required non-food goods and services (NFES), using the following formula:
NFE = (CFB : FES) × NFES
The share of expenditure on food products (FES) is determined using the following formula:
FES = 100 − NFES
S.3.2 RSC
The Age Intervals Reference Book (AIRB), Age Groups Reference Book (AGRB) and Population Groups Reference Book (PGRB) are available on the Bureau’s website, www.stat.gov.kz, under “Classifiers”.
S.3.3 Sectoral coverage
The subsistence minimum is calculated by age-sex and socio-demographic groups. The scope of observation for the subsistence minimum covers the geographical area, types of households and retail outlets, and the range of goods and services taken into account.
Coverage of retail outlets is determined by household purchasing behaviour. Prices are recorded at retail outlets by specialists from territorial statistical divisions. All retail outlets where households make purchases are included in the scope of observation for the subsistence minimum and form the sampling frame for selecting base establishments.
S.3.4 Statistical concepts and definitions
1) Type of observation: sample survey.
2) Data collection instruments: statistical form C-101, “Register of Consumer Goods and Paid Services Prices” (daily frequency), and electronic form C-101e, “Electronic Form for Entering Data on Consumer Goods and Services Prices” (daily frequency).
· Price registration — collection of primary statistical data on prices (tariffs) of goods and services when conducting national statistical surveys;
· Base establishment — an establishment selected for observation and price registration;
· Representative product — a set of specific types of homogeneous goods within a product group that differ only in minor characteristics that do not affect their quality or main consumer properties and have the same consumer purpose.
S.3.5 Statistical unit
Large retail establishments offering a wide range of goods (hypermarkets, department stores, shopping centres, specialised shops and outlets); small and medium-sized retail establishments selling one or two product groups; clothing, mixed-goods and food markets.
S.3.6 Target population
The target population is defined by the principle used to select survey units. Observation is carried out using a sample method. Price registration is based on the principles of sample statistical observation and covers only a portion of settlements within a region, retail outlets within a settlement, and goods and their varieties within a base establishment. The sample size and the methods used to select base establishments and goods for price registration ensure that observed prices are representative and that the sample is sufficient to meet the requirements for index accuracy.
S.3.7 Geographical coverage
Cities of republican significance, the capital, and cities and districts of regional significance.
S.3.8 Time coverage
Time series are available from 1997.
S.3.9 Base period
Not applicable
S.4. Unit of measurement
Kazakhstani tenge
S.5. Reference period: Month
S.6. Legal basis
S.6.1 Normative legal acts
1. Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 257-IV dated 19 March 2010 “On State Statistics”.
2. Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 314-V dated 19 May 2015 “On Minimum Social Standards and Their Guarantees”.
3. Statistical Work Plan approved by order of the Head of the Bureau in accordance with the procedure established by the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
4. Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information approved by order of the Head of the Bureau in accordance with the procedure established by the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
5. Rules for Price Registration, approved by Order No. 16 of the Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 26 December 2018 and registered with the Ministry of Justice on 27 December 2018 under No. 18065.
6. “Methodology for Compiling the Consumer Price Index”, approved by Order No. 230 of the Acting Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 30 December 2015 and registered with the Ministry of Justice on 30 January 2016 under No. 12955.
7. “Methodology for Monitoring Prices of Consumer Goods and Services”, approved by Order No. 135 of the Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 22 September 2017 and registered with the Ministry of Justice on 10 October 2017 under No. 15872.
8. Joint Order No. 623 of the Acting Minister of Health and Social Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 27 July 2015 and No. 585 of the Acting Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 31 July 2015. “On Approval of the Rules for Calculating the Subsistence Minimum and Establishing a Fixed Share of Expenditure on Non-Food Goods and Services”. Registered with the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan on 26 August 2015 under No. 11944.
9. Order No. 503 of the Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 9 December 2016, “On Approval of Scientifically Based Physiological Food Consumption Standards”. Registered with the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan on 13 January 2017 under No. 14674.
10. Rules for the Provision and Use of De-identified Databases for Scientific Purposes, approved by Order No. 168 of the Chairman of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 2 July 2010 and registered with the Ministry of Justice on 13 August 2010 under No. 6388.
S.6.2 Data exchange
No
S.7. Confidentiality
S.7.1 Confidentiality policy
1. Pursuant to Article 8 of Law No. 257-IV of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 19 March 2010 “On State Statistics”, the confidentiality of data provided by respondents is guaranteed and their protection is ensured.
2. The Information Security Policy, approved by Order No. 20 of the Head of the Bureau dated 10 February 2021, defines the objectives, tasks, guiding principles and practical approaches for ensuring the Bureau’s information security. Its main objective is to ensure the availability of official statistical information while preserving the confidentiality, integrity and authenticity of information stored and processed using the Bureau’s computing equipment.
3. Article 28 of the Entrepreneurial Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 375-V dated 29 October 2015 provides for the protection of information constituting commercial secrets.
S.7.2 Confidentiality – data processing
The Rules for the Provision and Use of De-identified Databases for Scientific Purposes, approved by Order No. 168 of the Chairman of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 2 July 2010 and registered with the Ministry of Justice under No. 6388, apply.
S.8. Policy on dissemination of official statistical information
S.8.1 Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information
Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 26 of Law No. 257-IV of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 19 March 2010 “On State Statistics”. The Statistical Work Plan and the Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information are available on the Unified Platform of Government Agencies’ Internet Resources at www.gov.kz, under “Government Agencies” / “Other” / “Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan” / “Bureau” / “Documents”.www.gov.kz
S.8.2 Access to the Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information
The Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information for 2025 is available on the unified government portal at www.gov.kz, under “Government Agencies” / “Other” / “Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan” / “Bureau” / “Documents”.
S.8.3 User access
The website of the Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan, www.stat.gov.kz, under “Economy” / “Price Statistics” www.stat.gov.kz
S.9. Dissemination frequency
Month
S.10. Accessibility and clarity
S.10.1. News releases
Not published.
S.10.2. Publications
1. Bureau website, www.stat.gov.kz: “Economy / Price Statistics / Electronic Tables / Subsistence Minimum in the Republic of Kazakhstan”.www.stat.gov.kz
2. Bureau website, www.stat.gov.kz: “Economy / Price Statistics / Time Series”.
S.10.3. Online database
The Taldau Information and Analytical System, https://taldau.stat.gov.kz, under “Living Standards Statistics”.https://taldau.stat.gov.kz
S.10.3.1 AC1. Number of requests for official statistical information
Not implemented.
S.10.4. Access to de-identified data
Rules for the Provision and Use of De-identified Databases for Scientific Purposes, approved by Order No. 168 of the Chairman of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 2 July 2010 (registered with the Ministry of Justice on 13 August 2010 under No. 6388).
S.10.5. Other
S.10.5.1 AC2. Metadata consultation service
Not implemented
S.10.6 Methodological documentation
1. Joint Order No. 623 of the Acting Minister of Health and Social Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 27 July 2015 and No. 585 of the Acting Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 31 July 2015. “On Approval of the Rules for Calculating the Subsistence Minimum and Establishing a Fixed Share of Expenditure on Non-Food Goods and Services”. Registered with the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan under No. 11944. 
2. Order No. 503 of the Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 9 December 2016, “On Approval of Scientifically Based Physiological Food Consumption Standards”. Registered with the Ministry of Justice on 13 January 2017 under No. 14674.
S.10.7 Quality documentation
1. Quality Policy, approved by Order No. 67 of the Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 23 April 2015.
2. Standard Methodology for Describing the Statistical Information Production Process by Government Agencies, approved by Order No. 53 of the Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 30 March 2015 of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 30 March 2015 No. 53;
3. Methodology for Assessing the Quality of Official Statistical Information, approved by Order No. 63 of the Chairman of the Statistics Committee of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 23 May 2018.
S.11 Quality management
S.11.1 Quality assurance
The quality and reliability of price statistics data are ensured through generally accepted procedures:
· compliance with the basic principles of primary data recording;
· use of standard statistical classifications of goods;
· rotation of samples of product lists and base establishments selected for price observation;
· annual revision of weighting schemes;
· use of uniform formulas for calculating average prices at all levels of aggregation;
S.11.2 Assessment of the quality of official statistical information
The rules for calculating the subsistence minimum have been developed taking into account the recommendations of international organizations: the ILO, WHO and UN.
S.12 Relevance
S.12.1 User needs
The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, government agencies, public institutions, individuals and legal entities.
S.12.2 User satisfaction
A survey of users of official statistical information is conducted annually using questionnaire Q-002, “User Survey”.
S.12.3 Completeness/R1. Data completeness rate: Not applicable.
S.13 Accuracy
S.13.1 Overall accuracy
The accuracy and reliability of the calculated subsistence minimum are ensured by applying an optimally selected observation method. The methodology for monitoring prices of consumer goods and services is based on international standards and sets requirements for selecting base establishments, conducting statistical price observations and the procedures for calculating the indicator. The accuracy and reliability of prices calculated in the Republic of Kazakhstan over the last five years were analysed using the coefficient of variation.
The coefficient of variation is a measure of the relative dispersion of a random variable. It indicates the proportion of the mean dispersion relative to the mean value of that variable. The greater the standard deviation, the greater the relative dispersion of the values under study and the lower their homogeneity. The coefficient of variation is calculated using the following formula:
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where: SD — standard deviation;
X̄ — mean value.

Coefficient of variation of the cost of the food basket in the Republic of Kazakhstan



An analysis of the cost of the food basket in 2021–2025 showed that the data were sufficiently homogeneous. The greatest range of price variation was observed in 2023.
S.13.2 A1. Sampling errors – indicators
It is impossible assess due to the use of purposive sampling
S.13.3 Non-sampling errors
Non-sampling errors are not calculated.
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.13 
S.13.3.1 Coverage error
It is impossible to assess due to the use of purposive sampling. 
S.13.3.1.1 A2. Over-coverage rate
It is impossible to assess due to the use of purposive sampling. 
S.13.3.1.2 A3. Common units – proportion
It is impossible to assess due to the use of purposive sampling. 
S.13.3.2 Measurement error
No
S.13.3.3 Non-response errors
Not applicable
S.13.3.3.1 A4. Unit non-response rate
If information on the price of a specific product is unavailable in a region, the cost of the food basket is determined using the average retail price of that product across the Republic.
S.13.3.3.2 A5. Item non-response rate
Not applicable.
S.13.3.4 Processing error
No.
S.13.3.5 Model assumptions error
No.
S.14 Timeliness
S.14.1 Timeliness
S.14.1.1 Timeliness/TP1. Time lag – preliminary results
The electronic spreadsheet is published monthly at the end of the reporting period, and the data are final. Publication dates are approved and published in the Statistical Work Plan and the Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information.
S.14.1.2 Timeliness/TP2. Time lag – final results. 
The results are final.
S.14.2 Punctuality/TP3. Compliance with deadlines for the provision and publication of official statistical information
Data are published and disseminated in accordance with the Calendar for the Dissemination of Official Statistical Information, approved annually by an order of the Head of the Bureau. Publication deadlines are specified in the Statistical Work Plan, which is approved annually by an order of the Head of the Bureau and registered with the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
S.15 Coherence and comparability
S.15.1 Geographical coherence and comparability
S.15.1.1 Asymmetry for mirror flows statistics – coefficient/CC1
Not applicable.
S.15.2 Coherence and comparability over time - CC2
The time series for the subsistence minimum (SM) is comparable from 1997 onwards and is published on the Bureau’s website, www.stat.gov.kz, under “Economy / Price Statistics / Time Series”.www.stat.gov.kz
S.15.3 Coherence and comparability between domains
Not applicable.
S.15.3.1 Coherence and comparability between periods
Yes
S.15.3.2 Coherence and comparability with national accounts
Yes
S.15.4 External coherence
The Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan is the main body responsible for developing the methodology for calculating the subsistence minimum (SM). The rules for calculating the SM have been developed taking into account the recommendations of international organizations: the International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations (UN).
S.15.5  Internal coherence
Not applicable.
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.18 
S.16 Burden
There is no respondent burden. Prices of consumer goods are recorded by specialists of territorial statistical divisions.
S.17 Data revision
S.17.1 Data revision policy
S.17.2 A6. Data revision
No republication was made for 2025.
S 
S.10 
S.11 
S.12 
S.13 
S.14 
S.15 
S.16 
S.17 
S.18 Processing of primary statistical, administrative and alternative data
S.18.1 Source data
Consumer prices are monitored by recording prices in accordance with statistical form C-101, “Register of Consumer Goods and Paid Services Prices”. For calculating the subsistence minimum, the food basket structure for various social and age-sex groups of the population of the Republic of Kazakhstan is used. This structure is set out in Sections 8, 9 and 10 of the scientifically based physiological food consumption standards approved by Order No. 503 of the Minister of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 9 December 2016, “On Approval of Scientifically Based Physiological Food Consumption Standards”.
S.18.2  Frequency of data collection
Month
S.18.3 Data collection
Consumer prices are recorded by specialists from territorial statistical divisions through visits to base establishments and by reading the information on product labels (price tags). Where necessary, consultations are held with competent employees of base establishments or sellers at markets are interviewed.
S.18.4  V1. Data reliability
Prices and changes in prices are regularly compared with producer price trends, wholesale prices, and alternative sources of information, including the mass media, the internet and other organizations.
Territorial statistical bodies organize verification visits to base establishments during the consumer price registration process. The Bureau also conducts verification activities to establish the accuracy of data recorded by territorial statistical divisions.
S.18.5 U1. Data uniqueness
Not applicable.
S.18.6 A7. Imputation
Imputation is carried out in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Rules for Calculating the Subsistence Minimum: “If information on the price of a specific product is unavailable in a region, the cost of the food basket is determined using the average retail price of that product across the Republic”.
S.18.7  Adjustment: 
Not applicable.
S.18.7.1 Seasonal adjustment
Seasonal products such as tomatoes and cucumbers are included in the calculation of the subsistence minimum for only five months (June–October), while watermelons and grapes are included for three months (August–October).
S.19 Comments
Continue work to ensure the quality of statistical data.
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